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Researching Islam - Suggested Methodology 
Looking for Proof? Start with Logic 



Any publicity is 
good publicity. These 
words have been writ- 
ten and uttered so 
many times it is im- 
possible to attribute the 
quote to any one per- 
son. Any publicity is 
good publicity; mean- 
ing that it is better that 
something receives bad publicity rather than no publicity at 
all. In the past decade we have been swamped with bad pub- 
licity about Islam, yet conversion statistics indicate that the 
number of people converting to Islam is growing at a phe- 
nomenal rate. Why is this so? Because wise people do not 
believe everything they read and see, they question, they ap- 
ply critical thinking skills, they acquire knowledge and form 
their own conclusions. 

Finding the correct information does not come easily. 
You need to search, to look for your proofs and evidences. 
Do you want to know about Islam? Which one of the thou- 
sands of books will you turn to first? Everything you ever 
wanted to know about is out there is cyber space waiting for 
the click of a mouse or the touch of a screen. Type Islam in- 
to Google search and what do you come up with? 479 mil- 
lion results in just .21 of a second. Pretty impressive, but 
where do you start? Now here is a novel answer, how about 
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at the beginning, back where it all began. Let us begin when 
God spoke to the angels. 

‘“Verily, I am going to place mankind generations af- 
ter generations on earth.’ They said: ‘Will You place 
therein those who will make mischief therein and shed 
blood, while we glorify You with praises and thanks and 
sanctify You.’ God said: ‘I know that which you do not 
know.’” (Quran 2:30) 

God knows what we do not know and contrary to what 
many would have us believe His words are not hidden and 
they are not obscure. Do you want to know about Islam, do 
you want to prove to yourself that Islam is the true religion 
bestowed upon mankind? There is an easy methodology that 
will help you sort through the hundreds of thousands of dif- 
ferent bits of information available. It begins with the Quran. 

The second verse of the second chapter of Quran begins 
with the words, “This is the book whereof there is no doubt, 
guidance to those who are righteous...” God knows that 
every human being is searching for that elusive connection 
and He says to humankind - this is the book, this is the guid- 
ance you have been searching for. Is this enough? Yes it 
could be. Throughout the centuries people have converted to 
Islam merely from hearing the recitation of Quran, still oth- 
ers have embraced Islam after hearing the soulful call to 
prayer. Some people convert to Islam after observing a way 
of life that combines, tolerance and respect with forgiveness 
and mercy and then there are those who need proof. 

However, asking for proof is not to the seeker’s detri- 
ment. Our religion, the way of life that is Islam, is not based 
on guess work, it is based on the words of God and the au- 
thentic teachings of His messenger Prophet Muhammad. Is- 
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lam is the religion of informed knowledge, not blind faith. 
When Pharaoh asked Prophet Moses who was the Lord of 
humankind and all that exists, he, Moses, answered, “The 
Lord of the heavens and the earth, and all that is be- 
tween them, if you seek to be convinced with certainty”. 
(Quran 26: 24 & 25) Seek to be convinced. Hold a copy of 
Quran in your hands and read, contemplate and ponder. Seek 
your evidence and prepare to be amazed. 

The Quran tells us about the power of God and how it 
operates in the universe. It explains that God’s knowledge 
encompasses all things and that He is not only the Creator 
but also the Sustainer of the universe. 

Evidence of the truth of Islam can be found in the scien- 
tific evidence that is found throughout the Quran. Some 
people like to call them miracles - scientific miracles in the 
Quran. There is complete consistency between many of the 
discoveries of modem science and the words of God written 
down more than 1400 years ago. Amazing scientific facts 
that could not have been known until recently tend to prove 
that the Quran is the word of God and thus that Islam is the 
true religion of all human beings. Logic tells us that 21st 
century knowledge in the 6th century could not be a coinci- 
dence. 

Quran speaks eloquently about human embryonic devel- 
opment, and the fact that mountains have deep roots under 
the surface of the ground. It describes one of the undisputed 
facts of cosmology, that the universe was formed out of the 
remnants of smoke. Quran even describes the prefrontal area 
of the cerebrum as the place where lies and sins originate. 
Modem science tells us that this is the area responsible for 
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planning, and initiating and the area responsible for choosing 
either good or sinful behaviour. 

Prophet Muhammad, may God praise him, was unable to 
read or write yet scientific facts are also found in his authen- 
tic sayings and traditions. While teaching and counselling 
his followers, Prophet Muhammad mentioned scientific facts 
including the seven layers of the earth’s crust. In depth ar- 
ticles backed up by evidence from scientists and doctors can 
be found on this web site and many others. 

In part 2 we will continue to examine the Quran and learn 
more about its miraculous nature; we will look at more evi- 
dence for the existence of God and discuss how logical 
proofs can only lead to one conclusion. 

Logical Steps Lead to Logical Conclusions 

In part 1 we dis- 
cussed the miraculous 
nature of Quran and 
asked a question. How 
is it possible for a 
book written in the 6th 
century CE to contain 
knowledge only avail- 
able in the 20th cen- 
tury CE? We came to the logical conclusion that the Quran 
is the word of God. However, is this enough, are scientific 
miracles proof that the Quran is the word of God? Yes, this 
may be enough for some, but others may want to look at fur- 
ther proofs. There are other aspects that can be taken into 
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consideration particularly pertaining to what is often referred 
to as the linguistic nature of Quran. 

In the 7th century CE the Arabs, although predominantly 
illiterate, were masters of the spoken word. Their poetry and 
prose were considered a model of literary excellence. When 
Prophet Muhammad recited the Quran, the Arabs were 
moved by its sublime tone, eloquence, and extraordinary 
beauty. Amongst the Arabs, even those who rejected the call 
to Islam, there was no doubt that the words of Quran came 
from no earthly source. 

The Quran challenges all to try and come forth with even 
a single chapter like it, whose shortest chapter, al-Kawthar, 
consists of only three verses. 

“And if you are in doubt concerning that which We 
have sent down to Our servant, then produce a chapter 
like it and call your witnesses besides God if you be 
truthful. If you do not do so - and you will never do so - 
then fear a fire whose fuel is men and stones prepared 
for the disbelievers.” (Quran 2:23-24) 

The challenge stands till today and no one has been able 
to bring something even close to the Quran since the time of 
its revelation. 

Thus, this fact demands us to ask yet another question. 
How do we know that these words of God were not changed 
over the centuries? The words we read and ponder over to- 
day, are the same words read over 1400 years ago. More 
than 1.5 billion Muslims believe this and they do so because 
God Himself promised to preserve and protect the Quran. 
God bestowed on humankind the gifts of hearing, seeing and 
thinking. Thus we use our minds, ears and eyes to examine 
the authenticity of Quran. 
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“And God brought you out of your mother’s wombs 
devoid of all knowledge, but He has endowed you with 
hearing, vision, and intellect, so that you may be grate- 
ful.” (Quran 16:78) 

The words of the Quran have remained unchanged due to 
careful memorisation and meticulous recording. As the Qu- 
ran was being revealed, it was memorized by the compa- 
nions of Prophet Muhammad and then carefully transmitted 
generation after generation. According to one estimate there 
are over 10 million people today who have memorized the 
book cover to cover. If the book were to disappear it would 
be easily possible to reclaim each word, in the correct order 
with the correct pronunciation. Besides, trustworthy scribes 
also wrote down the revelation on flat stones, bark, bones, 
and even animal skins. During his lifetime Prophet Muham- 
mad supervised this himself. Over the centuries Muslims and 
non Muslims alike have examined copies of Quran, some 
more than 1000 years old and found that they are all identic- 
al, apart from the introduction of vowel marks in the 7th 
century CE. These marks were introduced to further guard 
the authenticity of Quran by demanding strict adherence to 
pronunciation rules. 

“It is We Who have sent down the remembrance (i.e. 
the Quran) and surely, We will guard it from corrup- 
tion.” (Quran 15:9) 

Having established that, the Quran contains knowledge 
that could only be known by God and confirming the au- 
thenticity of the words we have in front of us today, we have 
again reached the same logical conclusion - that the Quran 
and thus the religion of Islam is the religion of truth. When 
learning about Islam it is possible at every turning point to 
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